
DIE    VALCROISSANT

Drôme

European Cultural Route
SUR LES PAS DES HUGUENOTS

7,6 km 695 m

3h30 398 m

HIKING GUIDE

Tourist Office Pays Diois : 04 75 22 03 03

Services at the beginning and at the end of each stage

ValcroissantDie
Segment dwellingHotel • Camping • Bed and Breakfast 

• Restaurant • All shops • Post office 
• Supply • Bank/cash dispenser • 

Bus stop.

The church was built in 1686 
to serve as a chapel for Jesuit 
seminars. During the Re-
volution, it was declared to 
be a national landmark. On 
the building’s facade you 
can still read the inscription 
SACELLUM SEMINARI. 
In 1831, it was bought by 
the Protestants to serve as a 
church.  
Tel. for visits: 04 75 21 48 35.
In the city-center you can visit 
many vestiges of Protestant 
life. First and foremost the 
cathedral. The tympanum, 
which dates back to the 
12th century and is located 
above the nave at the back 
of the narthex, is a rare 
example of work from the 
Roman era (Jesus on a cross, 
surrounded by the Virgin 
Mary, Saint John, two soldiers, 
and Evangelical symbols). 
We believe this to be a pro-
testation against Pierre de 
Bruis’s heresy. The mutilated 
tympanum also reminds of 
the destruction that religious 
edifices underwent upon the 
Reformation.

On March 12th, 1745, the pastor 
Louis Ranc was hung in front of 
the cathedral in the square, Place 
de l’Horloge, for having practiced 
his ministry in Livron. After the 
hanging, his head was cut off and 
displayed in Livron. The Museum 
of Die has a copy of the complaint 
which led to this tragic event. 
Not far from here, near the Market 
square is the street, Rue du Collège, 
that gained its name from its buildings, 
which were first occupied by the 
Academy and Protestant College, 
and then by the Catholic institution 
and finally the Notre-Dame school. 
In the Market square, the facade of 
the n° 16 was built during the last 
quarter of the 16th century with 
stones borrowed from the ruins of 
the cathedral by the owner, Captain 
Chabanes.
The street Saint-May is the only 
place that reminds us of the ancient 
protestant church that was built in 
1612 and destroyed in 1685. The 
Dominican church, where Farel 
preached, was replaced by another 
building in the second half of the 
18th century and became the Hospital’s 
chapel.
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THE HUGUENOT LOOP THROUGH DIE

Moving quote is still visible on the 
facade of a house on Buffardel street 
(at the intersection with Chastel 
street) that was inscribed by Jean 
Jullien in 1662 : Tamen rupes mea 
est Deus, non movebor (God alone is 
my rock, and I shall not be shaken). 
As the verse cited (psalm 62) is not 
conform to the Catholic Vulgate and 
the numbering is in fact Protestant 
(62 instead of 61) we can confirm 
that this is a Protestant quote.
Source : « Itinéraires protestants » 
Réveil editions.    

The town of Die has a strong rela-
tionship with Frankenau, in Ger-
many; a town with which it has been 
paired since 1991. The German town’s 
hamlet of Louisendorf, welcomed 

many Huguenots who were fleeing 
persecution in the Diois.
The History and Archeology Museum 
in Die is located on Buffardel street. 
There are hints of Protestant history. 
There is also a great collection of 
gold and silver money from the era 
of the Religious Wars which were 
discovered in the Ausson neighbo-
rhood in 1883. 
Tel 04 75 22 40 05.
(Source Yves Levin)

What to see : The battlements, the 
Porte St Marcel, the Notre-Dame 
Cathedral, the Roman mosaic in 
the St Nicholas Chapel. Typical 
independent cinema from Die : 
« Le Pestel ».

Le Temple de Die

Die vue de la Croix de Justin (Photo Noak)

Project co-financed by the European Community under the LEADER program
www.surlespasdeshuguenots.eu/en/



DIE    VALCROISSANT
 Description

The itinerary follows the thematic and the long-distance GR® markings. 
Cross the town of Die. At the south-east end of town, make a left onto the 
departmental road (D 742) towards Romeyer. Continue along the Meyrosse 
stream, stay on the left bank.

At the campsite Le Riou Merle follow small road on your right for 1km. Pass 
under the aqueduct. Take the road called Chemin des Vignes. 50m after the sign 
«voie sans issue», leave the road and take the path on the left that leads uphill and 
along the side of the mountain. This path cuts through a sylvester pine forest and 
becomes increasingly steep.

After several zig-zags, the path reaches the Pas de Bret (958m) – signpost : 
«Pas de Bret». Valcroissant is 45mins away. There is a magnificent panorama.

At the top of the crest, opposite the signpost for the Pas de Sagatte, make 
a hairpin turn left, taking the first trail that runs through the forest. The path 
descends continuously, and becomes a country road which passes by the tumbledown 
farm of Serre-Jean and joins a forest road that leads to the Valcroissant abbey 
(10mins). 

This portion of the trail ends at the Abbey.
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Marking :

The hiking trails GR® and the country hiking trails GRP®, marked out by white-red and/or yellow-red markings, are created by the 
FFRandonnée. They are protected in conformance with the intellectual property code and the markings are registered at the INPI. 
Nobody can use those markings without an express authorization. GR® hiking trails and GRP® country hiking trails are registered 
trademarks, as well as the white-red and yellow-red color markings. 


