
LA CHAUDIÈRE     RIMON-et-SAVEL

Drôme

European Cultural Route
SUR LES PAS DES HUGUENOTS

16,9 km 1 177 m

6h 1 161 m

HIKING GUIDE

Tourist Office de Saillans : 04 75 21 51 05
Tourist Office Saint Nazaire le Désert : 04 75 27 53 10

Services at the beginning and at the end of each stage

Rimon-et-SavelLa Chaudière
Bed and Breakfast • 
Segment dwelling

Camping • Segment dwelling • 
Restaurant
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LA CHAUDIÈRE SAINT-BENOIT-EN-DIOIS

Perched on a spur dominating 
the first widening of the valley of 
Roanne, and guarding a ford, Saint-
Benoit was for the Middle Ages 
only the annexe of a more powerful 
position, the castrum of Betton. Fixed 
at 860 meters in height, this castrum 
controlled the route connecting 
Saillans with Luc en Diois by the 
valley of Chastel-Arnaud, the Perrier 
pass and Rimon. 

Before the end of the Middle Ages, 
this site was given up in favour of 
Saint-Benoît, also endowed with a 
castle.

In 1574 the village was taken by the 
Protestants, who dug an undermining 
under the castle to blow it up. The 

village looks like a ship failed on the 
rocks of Roanne, with the Church in 
the bow and the ruins of the castle in 
the stern. The Church which shares 
its summit with a small cemetery is 
original because of its pinnacle-hall. 
It was repeatedly modified from an 
original Romanic structure. In the 
Great War, the priest was the first 
Benedictine killed in the fight, and 
he was also the last priest of the 
village.
The village is entirely articulated 
around its unique street, and the 
edge on which it is built is so narrow 
that most of the houses are built on 
the slope. 

Sources: Tourist office of Saillans

Rimon et Savel

Located at an altitude of 
880m, just under the pass 
(1047m) that holds the same 
name, this village has a 
population of 17.
The charming pass offers 
a magnificent panorama on 
both sides. On the northern 
side is the Drôme valley 
with the village of Saillans 
and on the southern side is 
the valley of the Roubion 
with the village of Bourdeaux.
The pass also separates 
the geological massif of 
the Saoû forest from that 
of the Couspeau mountain. 
Geologists estimate that the 
ages of these two massifs 
differ by approximately 50 
million years. This pass was 

an inevitable route used by peddlers 
and fleeing Huguenots alike.

The Saoû forest was also important 
in the history of the Huguenots. A 
route following the different valleys 
would certainly have been less 
difficult for the Huguenots along 
the way to Geneva, but the necessity 
of choosing the shortest route im-
plied going from one valley to 
another by mountain passes. So 
the chosen passage went from the 
valley of Jabron to the valley of 
Roubion, from the valley of Roubion 
in the Drôme to go back up towards 
the plateau of Trièves. La vallée de la Roanne
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LA CHAUDIÈRE
RIMON-et-SAVEL

 Description

Begin this portion of the trail by leaving the village and making a right at 
the departmental sign that mentions pedestrian itineraries. Follow Rioux forest 
road which heads down to the left. There is a beautiful view of the Massif des 
Trois Becs. Continue a long ways down while curving to the left.

Be careful ! At the end of the curve in the trail, and before heading uphill, 
take the trail that continues down on the left. Cross two streams before heading 
back up to a path. Follow this path down to the left until reaching an intersection.

Follow the path uphill to the right. Once at the top, ignore the path on the 
right and continue straight on until the next intersection, situated in a large bend 
to the left. At the signpost for the Col du Perrier, leave the road and follow the 
GR® markings to the right as it heads uphill until the signpost. Head down the 
marked trail until the dirt road. Make a left. At the next intersection continue 
straight on. As the path heads uphill you will discover a view of the Betton valley. 
Head down and follow the markings. Signpost for Gaudichart. Follow the zigzags 
down to the village. Follow the markings and pass between the farm buildings.

Make a left on the road and cross the bridge. Take the first road on your 
right and enter the village. Signpost for Saint Benoît en Diois. Follow the road 
in the village, but quickly split off to the left and head down the trail towards the 
river La Roanne. Follow the GR® markings.

Cross the metal bridge and take the trail that heads uphill on the right. 
This trail joins a road (Chemin des vignes). Make a right on this road. Pleasant 
ascent among the vineyards. The road becomes a trail. It leaves the vineyards 
behind and begins a steeper climb. At the crest of the hill, at the signpost for 
Col de Pousterle, follow the GR® markings to the right until reaching the 
road for Rimon.

Follow the road. This portion of the trail ends in the center of the village 
at the signpost for Rimon. For the next portion of the trail, follow the direction 
Col de Royer.
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Marking :

The hiking trails GR® and the country hiking trails GRP®, marked out by white-red and/or yellow-red markings, are created by the 
FFRandonnée. They are protected in conformance with the intellectual property code and the markings are registered at the INPI. 
Nobody can use those markings without an express authorization. GR® hiking trails and GRP® country hiking trails are registered 
trademarks, as well as the white-red and yellow-red color markings. 


